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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The Amendments to the Claims, in the submission dated, 3/28/08, are 
acl^nowledged and accepted. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19, 21 , 23-28 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 19, 21 and 23-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Berzin (6,290,361) in view of Kito et al. (JP 03284450 A) (of record). 

Consider claim 19, Berzin discloses (e.g. figure 1) a cleaning assembly for 
cleaning an exterior surface (2, mirror) having first and second edges (top and side of 
mirror), of a motor vehicle, having a cleaning fluid reservoir (7, air compressor), the 
cleaning assembly comprising: a connector (8, air conditioning unit) for connecting the 
cleaning fluid reservoir with the cleaning assembly for receiving fluid therefrom; a 
distribution chamber (9, air line) in fluid communication with the connector for receiving 
the fluid received by the connector; and a nozzle (5, air distribution unit) fixedly secured 
to the distribution chamber for disbursing the fluid over the exterior surface, the nozzle 
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including a nozzle opening (6, air openings) defining a slot opening such that a filnn of 
fluid exits the nozzle opening over the exterior surface along first and second edges 
[col. 4, lines 10-67, col. 5, lines 1-1 1]. However, Berzin does not disclose that the 
nozzle opening includes an oblong channel for receiving a portion of the first and 
second edges thereagainst. Berzin and Kito et al. are related as devices for cleaning 
mirrors. Kito et al. teach (e.g. figures 1-3) a nozzle opening (8, blow-off port) that 
includes an oblong channel for receiving a portion of the first and second edges (top 
and side of mirror) [abstract]. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Berzin, to include an 
oblong channel, as taught by Kito et al. so that the air distribution unit may be mounted 
on the edge of the mirror so that the air flow direction is not changed significantly during 
adjustments of the mirror position. 

Consider claim 21 , the modified Berzin reference discloses (e.g. figures 1-3 of 
Kito et al.) a cleaning assembly wherein a distribution chamber (Kito et al.; 9, partition) 
is generally perpendicular to the nozzle opening [Kito et al.; abstract]. 

Consider claim 23, the modified Berzin reference discloses (e.g. figures 1-3 of 
Kito et al.) a cleaning assembly wherein the oblong channel (Kito et al.; 8, blow-off port) 
defines a depth and a height wherein the depth is a larger than the height [Kito et al.; 
abstract]. The modified Berzin reference does not specifically disclose that the depth is 
a multiple larger than the height. Note that the Court has held that mere scaling up or 
down of a prior art process capable of being scaled up or down would not establish 
patentability in a claim to an old process so scaled; see In re Reinhart, 531 F.2d 1048, 
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189 USPQ 143 (CCPA 1976). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary sl^ill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the dimension of the height and 
depth of the oblong channel in order to increase the ability to direct blowing air in the 
system. 

Consider claim 24, the modified Berzin reference discloses (e.g. figures 1-3 of 
Kito et al.) a cleaning assembly wherein the oblong channel (Kito et al.; 8, blow-off port) 
defines a cross section that is constant thereacross [Kito et al., abstract]. 

Consider claim 25, the modified Berzin reference discloses (e.g. figures 1-3 of 
Kito et al.) a cleaning assembly including a holder (Kito et al.; 15, holding port) for 
holding the exterior surface (Kito et al.; 4, mirror body) in a position relative to the nozzle 
(Kito et al.; 8, blow-off port) [Kito et al.; abstract]. 

Consider claim 26, the modified Berzin reference discloses (e.g. figures 1-3 of 
Kito et al.) a cleaning assembly that defines a C-shaped cross-section (the structures of 
the cleaning assembly of Kito et al. are generally circular which provides a "C-shaped" 
cross-section) [Kito et al.; abstract]. 

Consider claim 27, the modified Berzin reference discloses (e.g. figures 1-3 of 
Kito et al.) a cleaning assembly including a groove (Kito et al., 13, 14, recessed parts) 
for receiving a portion of the exterior surface (Kito et al., 4, mirror body) to accurately 
position the cleaning assembly (Kito et al., 2, blow off nozzle) with respect to the 
exterior surface [Kito et al.; abstract]. 

Consider claim 28, the modified Berzin reference does not disclose a cleaning 
assembly wherein the depth of the nozzle opening is smaller than a depth of the 
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distribution cliannel. Note tliat tlie Court has held that mere scaling up or down of a 
prior art process capable of being scaled up or down would not establish patentability in 
a claim to an old process so scaled; see In re Reinhart, 531 F.2d 1048, 189 USPQ 143 
(CCPA 1976). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 

time the invention was made to modify the dimension of the nozzle opening to be 
smaller than a depth of the distribution channel in order to increase the ability to direct 
blowing air in the system. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JADE CALLAWAY whose telephone number is 
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(571 )272-8199. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:00 am - 
4:30 pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephone B. Allen can be reached on 571-272-2434. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JRC /Stephone B. Allen/ 

/Jade R. Callaway/ Supervisory Patent Examiner 

Examiner, Art Unit 2872 Art Unit 2872 



